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* In my battalion men were placed who had been in the
heavy artillery during the war and who had not the least
notion of how to work a machine-gun, model 1934*
even the older soldiers who had been trained for machine-
guns in the war, did not know how to use it.*

The bad assignment of men in a fortification in a
Bohemian town was typical. Of the privates, only some
twenty or twenty-five were trained. The rest consisted
of soldiers who had fought in the last war, or who had
seen no service at all. These defects were clearly revealed
during the march into Czechoslovakia, and we were able
to obtain a dear picture of the conditions prevailing. The
infantry had been brought in lorries from North Germany
to the frontier of Zone Five, from which the advance was
supposed to continue on foot. By the evening of the first
day a quarter of the troops were incapable of marching
further. On the third evening, when their objective was
reached, only half were able to march; the rest had to
be brought along in lorries.

These reports may be thought exaggerated or biased,
but they come from a military expert who bases them on
information from the German army.

Not only were the men of poor quality and training,
but the weapons too, especially the new machine-guns,
left much to be desired. This is obviously due to the feet
that production has been so speeded up that the quality
has had to suffer. The weapons are bad and not properly
tested. A high German official complained that many of
the new arms have simply not been perfected for lack of
time. Thus, to cite an example, the new machine-gun,